PASSCHENDAELE 100
RPORREY PINGS






e T'he Battle of Passchendaele, Third Battle of Ypres was

fought in the West Flanders area of Belgium between July
31st and November 10th, 1917.

Millions of artillery shells were fired, destroying the man-
made and natural drainage of the land. When the rains
came, soldiers were fighting the mud as much as the enemy.

By the time the battle reached the wvillage of Passchendaele
on November 6th 1917, over 90,000 Commonwealth
soldiers had died. 60,083 of them were British.

Most were killed by German artillery or machine gun fire,
but tragically many perished by drowning in shell holes,
swallowed by the Flanders mud, never to be seen again.
Men still lie, now at peace, beneath the fields of Flanders.



<

* 'lo mark the Centenary of Passchendaele, The
Royal British Legion have commissioned 60,083
special Poppy Pins, each remembering a British
soldier who fell during the battle.

* |'’he commission has been awarded to Christopher
Bennett and TMB Art Metal - a company with
extensive experience in working with heritage
metals and turning them 1n to high quality pieces.

e Made from British brass artillery shell fuses found

on the battlefield sites, each pin contains earth
recovered from the fields and mixed with red and
oreen enamel.



The finished commemorative Poppy Pins
possess the very essence of the battlefields that
these brave men fought upon, died upon and
that many still lie at peace beneath.

—Wearing one brings a tangible connection with thewr sacrifice and creates a
umique and highly personal tribute.



Available exclusively
at the
Royal British Legion's Poppy Shop

Lumated edition Poppy Pins retarl at £ 39.99.
100% of net profits from the Poppy Shop go to the Royal British Legion,
50 the charity can continue supporting serving and ex-Service men and

women, veterans and thewr families.

1o purchase online, go to: www.poppyshop.org.uk
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The evening splendour of the Cloth
Hall, Ypres, March 2017,




The construction of the wmedieval hall was originally completed in
1304, but was destroyed by shelling during World war 1. ln this 1917
view, only the sparsest of foundations remain.



A painstaking reconstruction of the hall was commenced in 1933, allowing us to

marvel today at tts pre World war 1 splendour.
This 'then § now' 1917/2017 image shows the massive challenge the experts faced.



Huwdreds of thousanads of men
passed along the Menin Road on
their way to battle during world

war 1, many of whom never
returned.

The Mentn Gate was bullt over the
Menin Road on the entrance to
Ypres in 1927 and s carved with
the names of 54,397 men with no
Rnowwn graves.




Every evening at Lpm, on every day
of the year, buglers from the Ypres
Fire Brigade play the Last Post.

tLs an ewdurlwg ano enotional
tribute to the wmewn who patd the
ultimate price and the event ra rely
fails to attract many people paying
their quiet respects.



Near the "Totemuhle" or "Death Mill" at
Langemarck (aw area heavily fought
over) the TMB Art Metal team gather
earth. tt will be taken back to
England, mixed with similar soils
from other Locations and applied to the

POPPLES.




Earth Ls also collected wear
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The mud created truly awful conditions. The shelling destroyed any chance of the
raiw dispersing and the brokew earth became a slurry. Shell holes were obscured
and unforgiving of any maw or beast who slipped tnto one.



“Now the mud at Passchendaele was very
vicious indeed, very tenacious, it stuck to
you... 'he mud wasn't hiquid, it wasn't porridge,
it was a curious kind of sucking muc

. When you

oet oft this track with your load, 1t 'c
not like a quicksand, but a real monster that
sucked at you.”

—fack Dillon. Lew

s Gunner:

rew' at you,



Nothing but the strongest
foundations of its
centrally placed chureh
surnvived.

Like Ypres, the town was
rebutlt after the war.

The village of
Passchendaele was totally
destroyeo during the
Lncessant shelling of

1917,
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Passchendaele New British Cewetery contains over 2,100 graves mostly -from the

Battle of Passchendaele. 1,600 contain unidentified remains,
"IKnowwn unto God".




with Passchendacle church steeple
L the background, Chris Bennett o-(:
TMB Art Metal chisels away at the
frozew ground to recover some battle-
scarred earth. February 2017
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A GPS enabled LPad Loaded with trench maps s used to precf,seLg Locate where to
take earth sampLes. MsuaLLg drawwn ow a 1:10,000 scale, trenmeh MAPS WEre
produced by both sides, indicating with a fair degree of accuracy the various
trenches, fortifications, obstacles and tervain.



A huge 9.2 tnch Howitzer Ln action during the Battle of Passchendaele. An
incredible number of shells of various sizes and types were fired, each of which had
a brass detonating fuse fitted to the shell nose.



A Live shell found by a farmer near
Langemarck. Of the millions of high
explosive shells fired, around 25%
failed to detonate because the
soft, muddg ground
cushioned their tmpact.

Every year, more come to the surface
and although they wow rarely explode,
Lt still gives the local farmers a degree

of concern as they plough the fields.




A British shrapwel fuse Lies on a field near Passchendaele, a century after firing.
Most of the fuses are recovered by farmers while havvesting crops and whtle the
fuses are inert, randomly picking up battlefield detritus is not recommended as
ttems such as hand grenades could still detonate.



TMB founder Chris
Bennett photographs ana
recovers the shrapnel shell

fuse - the first person in
100 Years to touch Lt.

The fuse was a timer,
destgwned to detonate the
shell tn the atr above the

enemy and release Lts

Lethal payload of Lead

balls.



Brass British shell fuses,
recovered by a farmer tw the
Z.onnebere area, form
some of the material
from which TMB's untgue
Passchendaele 100 Poppy Plns
are vaade.

A mix of shrapnel and meac’c
fuses are used.
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More fuses were donated by the
Memortal Museum Passchendaele -

newly refurbished, it's well worth a
VLSLE.
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L to R: Francis claeys, CEO of the community of Zonnebeke. Sabine vanderhaeghen,
ElLderman of the c.ommu.mivtg of Zonnebeke. Chris Bénnett, TMB Art Metal
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....once Ln the cruetble, they are
heated wntil red hot and the
brass starts to meelt....



...Getting hotter and hotter. At

around 1,000 degrees the fuses

deform and eventually become
Liquid wetal.




As the shell fuses melt, considerable slag
forms and this is scrapped from the surface
before the molten brass is poured.

Amazéngg, about 25% of the metal is Lost
during this process, either burning off or
having to be removed as slag.




whewn the temperature is right, the cruetble
of 1917 British Passchendaele shell fuse
brass is Lifted from the kiln and prepared
for pourtng.



The wmetal ts poured tnto sand
casting boxes iw Lts initial stage of
transformation from....
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...World war 1 munition destgned
to RLLL, Lnto fl/u/\,d raisiwg sy mbols
of remembrance and peace.



owce cooled, the sand casting boxes are
opened to reveal bars of shell fuse brass.

The bars will be cut up and cleaned before
Later re-meelting and final re-casting into

POPPLES.

This tnitial melting tnto bars cleans the
metal and makes it more practical for the
'Lost wax' jewellery casting process.



At the casters tn Blrmingham's Jewellery
\ uarter, wax effigies of the poppy are created.

‘. The 'lost wax' process of casting is so called
\ v because for each and every poppy, A

sacrifictal wax must first be produced.

The waxes are put onto a 'tree', embedded Ln a
caw of ceramic wmaterial which s hardened.
The melted wax runs out, leaving a vacated
Lmpression v to which the meetal Ls powred.




The previously cast bars of shell fuse brass are re-
melted to once again form a Ligquid tn readiness for
pouring Ln to the casting can.
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ownce the corvect temperature is reached
(itt's a very fine line between casting
success and failure) the molten 1917
brass s poured tnto the ceramic
castiwg caw.




Once the wmetal has had a chawce to cool and solidify, the ‘can' Ls dunked tn water to
softew it up and the cast tree removed. Still hot and steaming, this ts a fascinating

moment to see the transformation from 19137 brass to commemorative poppy pLns.
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The tree, now cleaned and ready for cutting. The poppies
will be Lwdi\/l:dual,l,g removed from the central trunk,
examined to make sure the quality ts good and thew sent to
the finishers. The trunk and sprues will be reused - as Little
as possible of the precious metal Ls allowed to go to waste.



The samples of earth gathered from the various battlefield Locations around Passchendaele
are brought to the factory. Soil was also collected from Essex Farm and while not a
Passchendaele battlefield, it was where Johnw MceCrae wrote the poems 't Flanders Fields' (tn
1915) leading to the adoption of the red poppy by the Royal British Legiown.




The samples of earth are
mixed and thew ground
doww to a fine powdler.

Although Less visible than
the brass the popplLes are
made of, Ln many ways

this ts a mauch wore
profound element of the
project, as the earth comes
from the very ground the
soldiers fought upow, died
upown and that many still
Lie at peace beneath.



owce tn fine powder form, the earth ts mixed with both the reol
and green enamel before experts ca refuLLH apply Lt to the

POPPLES.



owce polished, with enawmels applied and application of Lacquer to avold tarnish, rows of
Passchendaele 100 Poppies await pin clutehes, mating with Everyman rRemenmbered
certificates and final boxing



Tywe Cot Cemetery, near Passchendaele, Ls the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the
world Ln terms of graves. There are 11,961 servicemen of the First World wWar buried or
commenmorated, 8,373 of whom are untdentified. in addition, within the cemetery, the
Tywe Cot Memorial commenmorates nearly 35,000 nawmes from the UK and New
Zealand who died after August 22nd 1917+ and whose graves are not Rnown.



As with all commnwealth war Graves Commission (CWGC) cemeteries,
Tywe Cott is beautifully maintained and is a fitting and worthy tribute to the brave
souls who rest there.




Each Poppy Pin Ls accompanted by
a Royal British Leglon Bveryman
Remembered cervtificate.

Owne of the first 1917 Poppy Plns
Lssued was dedicated to Private John
Sutherland of the Seaforth
Highlanders.

Private Sutherland died on August
2210 1917 and now rests at Tyme
Cott.

Aoged just 23, he was from Flotta,
Orkney. Tragteally, his brother
william also Lost his Life on the

Somme tn 1916.




ViekRy and Chris Bennett of TMB Art Metal
Vistt TYwe Cott to seek the last resting place of
Private John Sutherland.

Bvery CWGC cemetery has a register with
names Lwn alphabetical order and he was Listeol
ow page 221 - the same number as the hotel
room we were staying in - it felt Like our visit
was meant to be....



The team locates John Sutherland's grave and
its emotional Rnowing that our Poppy Pin
represents his Life and his death - and that he
rests amongst such peace and tranguility










A beautifully finished Passchendaele 100 Poppy Pl rests
amongst the metal and earth from which it Ls made.

Available exclusively from the
Royal British Leglon Poppy Shop.



About the Royal British Legion

WHAT WE ARE HERE FOR.

The Legion is at the heart of a national network that supports the Armed Forces community through thick and thin -
ensuring their unique contribution is never forgotten. We've been here since 1921 and we'll be here as long as they
need us.

LEADING THE NATION IN REMEMBRANCE.

The Royal British Legion is the national custodian of Remembrance, safeguarding the memory of those who have fought
and died in conflicts past and present, as well as the unique contribution made by all those who served.

OUR COMMUNITY.

As the country's largest Armed Forces charity, we couldn't be prouder of our national network of over 220,000 members
and over 100,000 volunteers. Without their passion and dedication, our work would not be possible.

We also work with many partners and other charities to direct support wherever and whenever it's needed, so we can
help everyone who approaches us.
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At the going down of the sun

And in the morning,

We will remember them.



